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Apartment Decoration Tips For The Budget Minded 
It's time to decorate your first 

post-college apartment and you've 
got two simple requests. 

First, you want it to look nothing 
like your dorm room. 

You're an adult now and want 
your surroundings to reflect that. 
Second, you need to do it on a 
budget. 

Sure, you've watched endless 
episodes of "Trading Spaces" and 
that's given you hope that it's pos- 
sible to change the look of a room 

without breaking the bank. 
However, instead of an inte- 

rior designer, a carpenter and a 
thousand bucks to do one room, 
you've got your best friend, less- 
than-crafty parents and less than a 
thousand bucks to redecorate your 
entire place. Don't worry. 

It can be done if you follow these 
guidelines. 

1. Call on your inner Picasso. 
"The best and most inexpensive 
way to change the look of a room is 
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to paint it," says Connie O'Brien, an 
interior decorator in the Philadel- 
phia area and owner of a specialty 
boutique, Consiglia's. 

"You can change the whole feel 
of a room just by giving it some 
color." 

Picking a color is an important 
decision so don't rush it. Account 
for the color of the furniture you 
already have (if you've got a red 
couch, don't go with green for your 
living room walls) and the colors of 
your adjacent rooms. 

2. Decide what to salvage. Your 
couch is faded with some stains 
on the cushions, but it's definitely 
not worthy of the garbage dump 
just yet. 

Try adding a slipcover — it will 
add years to your couch's life and 
allow you to color coordinate it with 
the rest ofyour new place. 

The same goes for chairs and ot- 
tomans. Posters that hung by tacks 
on college walls can be framed as 
long they're still in good condition. 

Be creative and you'll save 
yourself money, not to mention 
having an apartment full of cool 
knick-knacks. 

3. Don't skimp on certain key 
items. Just because you're on a 
budget doesn't mean you can't 
spend a sizable amount of money 
on certain things. 

In some cases, those higher- 
priced items might save you money 
in the long run if you splurge and 
buy them now. 

For example, if you are going 
to reupholster your couch, "You 
shouldn't cut corners with fabric," 
advises O'Brien. 

"Pillows, slipcovers, etc. will 
take a beating from people sitting 

on them and using them, so you 
need a fabric that's durable yet 
attractive." 

4. Know where to cut corners. 
O'Brien says you can skip the mil- 
lion dollar window treatments. 

But that doesn't mean you have 
to keep those old Venetian blinds. 

Cheap curtains are easy enough 
to find and, if coordinated properly 
with the rest ofyour decor, can pull 
a whole room together. 

O'Brien says "simple and el- 
egant" is the best way to go when 
dressing your windows. 

5. Canvass garage sales, flea 
markets and second-hand stores. 

They are a budget decorator's 
dream and the easiest way to find 
items to cheaply replace your Yaffa 
blocks, halogen lamps and other 
college decor. 

Easy Tips 
Wallpaper 

Love the look of new wallpaper, 
but dread the thought of removing 
the old? If you've ever tried strip- 
ping wallpaper using a homemade 
vinegar-and-water solution — or a 
heavy commercial steamer — you 
know what a tedious, unpleasant 
and time-consuming task it can 
be. 

But wallpaper removal doesn't 
have to be a chore if you use the 
right tools and learn a few tricks 
from the professionals. 

Here's some advice from the 
experts that can make removing old 
wallpaper quicker and easier than 
you ever dreamed possible — even 
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You can get funky lamps and 
mirrors to add character to your 
apartment. 

Wooden bookshelves and bu- 
reaus are cheaper there than in 
department stores (just make sure 
you have someone to transport 
them for you). 

Plates and glasses can be picked 
up for a few bucks, and fairly new 
appliances are usually sold at half 
price. 

Be smart, though, when you're 
purchasing from any of these plac- 
es. 

Ask for anything electric to be 
plugged in to ensure that it works, 
and thoroughly inspect everything 
for cracks or chips. Also, don't 
just pay without trying to bargain 
— price tags are often negotiable. 

For 
Removal 

if you've never stripped wallpaper 
before: 

• Step 1: Score the wallpaper. 
Most wallpaper has a washable, 
waterproof surface. I 

f the top layer won't easily peel 
away, it's necessary to score the 
wallpaper first to ensure that the 
wallpaper stripper is able to reach 
and loosen the glue underneath. 

PaperTiger®, a palm-held tool 
with small cutting wheels that 
perforate the wallpaper without 
damaging the wall, is designed 
specifically for safe, fast and easy 
scoring. 

• Step 2: Apply a wallpaper strip- 
per like DIF® Wallpaper Stripper. 
Available in a liquid concentrate, 
gel or fast-acting liquid, it is safe, 
nontoxic and easy to use. 

Apply the stripper one wall at a 
time, starting at the top and work- 
ing your way down. It's formulated 
to penetrate and break down wall- 
paper paste quickly. In 20 minutes 
or less, the wallpaper will be ready 
for removal. 

• Step 3: Scrape off the loose 
wallpaper. Paper ScraperTM helps 
get the wallpaper off without hard 
work or surface damage. 

If any glue remains, simply reap- 
ply the stripper to the area, wait 15 
to 20 minutes, remove it with Paper 
Scraper or a sponge and rinse with 
clean water. It's that simple. 
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